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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1STORYLINE: Hope For Healing

Isaiah 35:1-10

Introduction

Prophecy can be a tricky thing. You may have read in the paper or seen online some of the things people have said over the years that have proven to be very wrong. I’m thinking of things like:

· The statement by journalist Junius Henri Browne in 1893. “Law will be simplified [over the next century]. Lawyers will have diminished, and their fees will have been vastly 

· curtailed.”

· In 1954 Secretary of State John Foster Dulles said, “The Japanese don’t make anything the people in the U.S. would want.”

· In 1986, Roger Smith, then chairman of General Motors made the bold statement, “By the turn of the century, we will live in a paperless society.”

· I suspect you have all heard or read the comment by Albert Einstein’s teacher to Einstein’s father in 1895, “It doesn’t matter what Albert does, he will never amount to anything.”

Some years ago, economist Edgar Fiedler produced what he called Fiedler’s Forecasting Rules. They’re very applicable to our current economic situation: 

(1) It is very difficult to forecast, especially about the future. 

(2) He/she who lives by the crystal ball soon learns to eat ground glass. 

(3) The moment you forecast, you know you’re going to be wrong – you just don’t know when and in which direction. 

(4) If you’re ever right, never let them forget it. 

Of course, Biblical prophecy is something very different. After all, God knows the future and when He calls someone to prophesy, there is truth in that person’s prophetic statements. That certainly was the case with Isaiah. I could spend the whole morning going over all the things Isaiah spoke about the Messiah and how Jesus fulfilled every one of them. Isaiah predicts with amazing and absolute accuracy many minute details of the coming Messiah. As you heard the Scriptures from Isaiah read this morning, you no doubt, recognized Jesus in the various phrases identifying the Messiah. As you think about that, remember that Isaiah lived and prophesied some 700 years before the time of Christ.

What I find amazing is that, in spite of this accuracy and detail, people don’t or can’t accept this as truth. People who work in secure environments today have to have special ID cards with information electronically coded on them along with a picture badge to enter. At some airports they use iris identification because each person’s eye if different from all others. If it only takes a few things like that to be recognized for access to a job site or airport, why is it that, when there are so many things that identify the Messiah, people still will not accept Him?

In your readings in the Daily Walk Bible, this past week, you’ve read a lot of prophecy that must have been really encouraging, and discouraging, for the Israelites. They heard Isaiah state that their enemies would be destroyed. That was great news. But then they heard that Israel was going to suffer, as well. Isaiah had to go and mess up the joy with that negative stuff about his own people.

There is so much to absorb in these chapters, but today I want to take a look at just a few of the things Isaiah says about this Messiah that was to come. And then show how Jesus clearly was the One to whom Isaiah, speaking for God, was talking about.

Healing is certainly a dramatic way in which Jesus displayed the power of God.  He healed many people in His three short years of ministry.  He even, on a few occasions, provided the 

ultimate healing by restoring life to those who had died.  In Matthew’s Gospel alone, we find more than a dozen times when the text says that Jesus healed a person or, in some cases, all the lame and sick who were brought to Him.  So, let’s look first at some of those instances.

When Jesus began His ministry, we are told that, “He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ (Isaiah 61:1-2)  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’”  (Luke 4:16-21 NIV)  He told them up front, what He was going to do.

Years ago, in public speaking classes, they used to teach the three point method of speaking.  (1) Tell them what you’re going to tell them, (2) Tell them, and (3) Tell them what you told them.  

In a way, Jesus used that same formula.   He told them what He was going to do, using Isaiah’s prophecy that I just read, then He did it, then He told them what He had done.  You see, twice, in his prophecy, Isaiah said that the Messiah by the power of God, or with the Spirit of the Lord on Him, would heal the blind and in our text today Isaiah added “give speech back to those who could not speak and heal the lame and the deaf.”  So the first question we must ask is, Did Jesus do all of this that Isaiah said the Messiah would do?

The answer, of course, is an unequivocal, “Yes.”  The Bible says, that as Jesus and His disciples were walking along one day, they saw a man who had been blind from birth.  There were some questions asked about why he had been born blind, if it was because of his or his parents sins.  But Jesus said it was only to show the power of God.  “Then (Jesus) spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over the blind man’s eyes. He told him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “sent”). So the man went and washed and came back seeing!”  (John 9:6-7 NLT)  

In another instance, we are told that “Some people brought Jesus a man possessed by a demon. The demon made the man blind and unable to talk. Jesus cured him so that he could talk and see.”  (Matthew 12:22 GW)

At another time we are told, “Jesus ... passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he went up the mountain, where he sat down. Great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many others. They put them at his feet, and he cured them, so that the crowd was amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.”  (Matthew 15:29-31 RSV)

You see, time and time again, we see where Jesus healed those who were sick, lame, blind, mute and so forth.  

Now, Isaiah’s prophecy doesn’t mention leprosy, there were several times when Jesus healed lepers.  And in at least one instance, we are told, that “A man with leprosy approached him and knelt before him. “Lord,” the man said, “if you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean.”  Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be healed!” And 

instantly the leprosy disappeared. Then Jesus said to him, “Don’t tell anyone about this. Instead, go to the priest and let him examine you. Take along the offering required in the law of Moses for those who have been healed of leprosy.  This will be a public testimony that you have been cleansed.”  (Matthew 8:2-4 NLT)  

Now, let’s face it, touching a leper was not an accepted practice.  To the people of that time it was a death sentence, because they believed that leprosy was contracted by contact.  After all, if 

Jesus could heal a centurion’s slave from miles away, there was really no need for Him to touch that leper to heal him. But Jesus cared about people and he knew that this man had no doubt not felt the comforting touch of another human being for a long, long time.  

It is interesting to note that Jesus told him not to tell anyone what happened.  This always causes people to wonder why He would do that.  I believe Jesus told the man not to tell others because He wanted people to come to Him for their spiritual sickness not their physical sickness.  He wanted people to know Him more for His forgiveness than for what they could get from Him; to know Him as the Son of God, rather than as a miracle worker.

At one point in His ministry, the disciples of John the Baptist, who was by that time in prison, came to Jesus asking on John’s behalf if Jesus was the Anointed One or if they should look for another.  Jesus’ reply clearly spoke to the fulfillment of the prophecies of Isaiah.  He said, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”  (Matthew 11:4-6 NLT) 

Jesus Himself, you see, pointed out to all who would listen that He was the Messiah, that He was the One who fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah who was to come and save God’s people.  

Once again, we can quickly see that Jesus the Christ fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies of one who would be a healer.  But we hear claims even today about healing and some churches hold healing services.  (I believe we had one here back in April.) Does Jesus still offer healing?  

I want to spend the rest of our time looking at that.

Jesus said, “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, 

receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”  (Matthew 7:7-8, NLT)  

Tony Campolo tells this story: “I was in a church in Oregon, and I prayed for a man who had cancer. In the middle of the week, I got a telephone call from his wife. She said, “You prayed for my husband. He had cancer.”  I said, “Had?”  Whoa, I thought, it’s happened.  She said, “He died.”  I felt terrible. 

She continued, “Don’t feel bad. When he came into that church that Sunday he was filled with anger. He knew he was going to be dead in a short period of time, and he hated God. He was 58 years old, and he wanted to see his children and grandchildren grow up. He was angry that this all-powerful God didn’t take away his sickness and heal him. He would lie in bed and curse God. The more his anger grew towards God, the more miserable he was to everybody around him. It was an awful thing to be in his presence. 

After you prayed for him, a peace had come over him and a joy had come into him. Tony, the last three days have been the best days of our lives. We’ve sung. We’ve laughed. We’ve read Scripture. We prayed. Oh, they’ve been wonderful days. And I called to thank you for laying your hands on him and praying for healing.”  And then she said something incredibly profound. She said, “He wasn’t cured, but he was healed.”  

You see, we don’t always get what we ask for, sometimes we get something better.  While we may pray for a cure, God may provide wholeness and healing by calling the person for whom we pray home or give them a new peace about their situation.  The thing we must remember when praying for healing is that God often has a better plan than that for which we might pray.

I believe in prayer for healing.  I believe that God gives some people the gift of healing.  I would love to find those people in this congregation who have that gift.  A number of years ago, soon after I began serving in a church in Arizona, I received a call from a family to come to their home because the wife and mother had been diagnosed with cancer.  I went to their home and talked with them, then the woman, her husband and their daughter and I gathered in a little circle and prayed for healing.  The next week when that woman went back to the doctor for a checkup, they could find no trace of cancer.  I believe in prayer for healing. 

Fred Craddock tells a story about a young pastor who goes to pray with an older woman. She’s near death; she’s in the hospital lying on the pillow, gasping for breath. He visits with her, and then he says, “I need to go, but would you like to have prayer before I go?”  The woman says, “Yes.”  He says, “Well, what would you like us to pray for today?”  And she says, “I’d like to pray I’d be healed, of course.” The young pastor gasps but goes on, “Lord, we pray for your sustaining presence with this sick sister. And if it be thy will, we pray that she will be restored to health and to service. But if it’s not thy will, we certainly hope that she will adjust to her circumstances.”  Suddenly the woman opens her eyes and sits up in bed. She throws her feet over the side of the bed. She stands up. She says, “I think I’m healed!” And she strides out the door. The last the pastor sees, she’s heading down the hall toward the nurses’ station, saying, “Look! Look at me!”

The pastor goes down the steps of the hospital, out to the parking lot. Before he opens the door of his car, he looks up and says, “Don’t you ever do that to me again!”

Sometimes, when God surprises us and gives us the very thing we pray for, it is almost too much for us to handle.  We pray without conviction.  We ask, not really expecting to receive.  And when we do receive, we can’t believe it!  Where is our faith?  

In his book, God Is Closer Than You Think, John Ortberg includes this story about the power of prayer.  “When my friend Kim was a young girl, her dad pulled the car off the road one day to help a woman change a flat tire. While he was lying under her car, another vehicle accidentally swerved to the shoulder, and in the collision the car was shoved onto his chest. His right thumb was torn off at the joint, five of his ribs were broken, and his left lung was pierced and began filling with blood. His wife, who is barely five-feet-tall, placed her hands on the bumper of the car and prayed, “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,” and lifted the car off his chest so he could be dragged out. (Some weeks later she found out that she broke a vertebra in the effort).

Kim’s father was in a state of shock as he was taken to the hospital. Doctors prepared him for emergency surgery. His  survival was iffy.  Suddenly, spontaneously, the man’s skin changed from ashen to pink. He experienced a miraculous healing. He invited a surprised surgical team to join him in singing “Fairest Lord Jesus.”  They did not even bother to hook him up to oxygen.  He didn’t find out until later that this was the precise moment his father-in-law, who was a pastor, had his congregation start to pray for him.

Ortberg says, “Sometimes these stories come from not-very-credible sources – such as publications sold in grocery checkout lines. In this case, however, the subject was James Loder, a professor at Princeton Theological Seminary. His life was not only saved, but changed. Until then, although he taught at a seminary, God had been mostly an abstract idea to him. Now, Jesus became a living Presence. Kim writes that her father’s heart grew so tender that he became 

known at Princeton as ‘the weeping professor.’  He began to live from one moment to the next in a God-bathed, God-soaked world.

I read about a woman who said that as a girl she was poor. She said, “I grew up in a cold water flat, but I married a man who had money. He took me up to a place where I had everything I ever wanted: flowers, and gardens, and grass. It was wonderful. And we had children.  Then suddenly I became physically sick. I went to the hospital, and the doctors ran all sorts of tests. 

One night the doctor came into my room, and with a long look on his face, said, ‘I’m sorry to tell you this. Your liver has stopped working.’  “I said, ‘Doctor, wait a minute. Wait a minute. Are you telling me that I am dying?’  And he said, ‘I, I can’t tell you any more than that. Your liver has stopped working. We’ve done everything we can to start it.’  And he walked out.

“I knew I was dying. I was so weak, I had to feel my way along the corridor down to the chapel of the hospital. I wanted to tell God off. I wanted to tell God, ‘You are a shyster! You’ve been passing yourself off as a loving God for two thousand years, but every time anyone begins to get happy you pull the rug out from under them.’  I wanted this to be a face-to-face telling off of God.  

Just as I got into the center aisle of the chapel, I tripped, I swooned, I fainted. And I looked up, and there stenciled along the step, where the altar is, I saw these words: 

LORD, BE MERCIFUL TO ME A SINNER. >>>

“I know God spoke to me that night. I know he did. ” She didn’t say how God communicated this to her, but what God said was, “You know what this is all about. It’s about the moment of surrender; it’s about bringing you to that moment when you will surrender everything to me. These doctors, they do the best they can. but they only treat. I’m the only one who can cure you.”  And she said, “There with my head down on my folded arms in the center of the chapel, repeating, ‘Lord, be merciful to me a sinner,’ I surrendered to God. 

I found my way back to my hospital bed, weak as I was.“The next morning, after the doctor ran all his tests, he said, ‘Your liver has started working again. We don’t know why. We don’t know why it stopped, and we don’t know why it started up again.’  And I said in my heart, But I know. Oh but I know. God has brought me to the brink of disaster, just to get me to turn my life over to him.”

A few years ago, Anita Manning wrote in USA Today:  Americans have found a no-cost painkiller they say is as effective as prescription drugs: prayer.  More than half of those who responded to a USA Today/ABC News/Stanford University Medical Center poll released March of 2005, say they use prayer to control pain. Of those, 90 percent say it worked well, and 51 percent say “very well.”  Among a dozen therapies, including bed rest, massage and herbal remedies, only prescription drugs were as successful as prayer in easing pain: with almost identical results.”  

My friends, Jesus, who told people He was the Son of God, the Messiah, fulfilled every one of the Old testament prophecies about the One coming to save the world.  He alone can bring the kind of healing we need whether it be physical, emotional or spiritual.  He did it when He walked the earth 2000 years ago and He can do it today through prayers of faith.  

If you haven’t turned your life over to Him yet, I would urge you to do that today.  Ask Him to come into your life and bring healing and wholeness.  As the last verse of our lesson today says, “Those who have been ransomed by the Lord will return. They will enter Jerusalem singing, crowned with everlasting joy. Sorrow and mourning will disappear, and they will be filled with joy and gladness.” (V. 10)

