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An Open Letter to the Congregation
=1  about our Future Denominational Affiliation

As we move through Advent toward a New Year in January, more than a few of
you have asked me to communicate to our whole congregation some of my
thoughts about where the discernment process we began earlier this year is
leading us in terms of our future denominational affiliation. Let me do that briefly
with this note to all of you.

As you know, last May the Denominational Relations Study Team (DRST) that our
church nominating committee put together, presented us with a report after
more than six months of careful research of study and discussion. This report was
thoughtful and thorough and it was shared fully with individuals and groups
throughout our congregation.

Since that time, the Session and | have been thinking and talking, formally and
informally, about the DRST report.  Our attention has been somewhat diverted
by developments in our own congregation that have demanded our attention;
but both the Session and | continue to be committed to the process of discern-
ing God'’s will for our future.

In order to take another step in that process, I'll travel with one or two members
of our Session to Orlando in January to take part in a “Covenanting Conference”
as a new Presbyterian denomination is born. I wrote Session this week to encour-
age them to read about this event and | encourage all of you to do the same.
You'll find information at www.fellowship-pres.org.

In addition, when I wrote to Session, | encouraged them to read the materials
Mike Cole, our General Presbyter, gave us at the Town Hall meeting he led for us
in November. You can find them by clicking the DRST button on the left side of
our church’'s web page. Finally, | asked Session to continue learning about the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church. You can learn about it too at www.epc.org.

After attending the “Covenanting Conference’, | intend to hold a Town Hall Meet-
ing and to set a goal for our Session to make a recommendation to our congre-
gation before the end of March about our future denominational affiliation. |
hope you'll join me and your Session in praying, reading, and trying to discern
where God wants to lead us in terms of our future denominational affiliation. Of
course, I'm available to talk to any of you at any time about questions or concerns
you may have.

I'm grateful for the privilege of pastoring to all of you always.

Dr. Jim Davis,
Senior Pastor, FPC-Kingwood
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